EUROPEANS AND NA TIVES.	3$
Indian Government are called Uncovenanted The
former class continue to have a great official advantage
ovg: the latter; but forty years ago there was a great
social inequality which has in a measure ceased, where
these uncovenanted servants are English gentlemen, as
they often are. English merchants were regarded as in
society; but shopkeepers, however large their establish-
ment, were deemed entirely outside the pale, except for
strictly business purposes. This was partly accounted
for by European shopkeepers having been previously
stewards of ships, or soldiers who had received their dis-
charge. Missionaries were looked on as sufficiently in
society to be admissible everywhere, and were treated
courteously by their European brethren when they met,
though only a few desired their intercourse.
As to the people of the land, both Hindu and Muhanv
madan, I discerned at once, what I might have fully
anticipated, that between them and us there was a national,
social, and religious gul£ Some were in our houses as ser-
vants. We had to do with them in various ways; we'could
not go out without seeing them on every side. There was on
the part of many a courteous bearing towards each other;
there was in many cases a kindly feeling; but the barriers
which separated us could riot be for any length of time
forgotten. I speedily saw that some Europeans looked
with contempt on the natives, as essentially of a lower
order in creation; but the better class of Europeans, the
higher in position and education, as a rule, regarded
them with respect, and treated them not only with justice
but with kindness. Native servants received as kind
treatment as servants do in well-conducted families in
our own country, and in ipany cases repaid this kindness
by devoted attachment and the efficient discharge of the

